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The stereotype image of an engi-
neer is that of a nerd with a laptop 
in one hand and hi-fi ear phones in 
other; the one who thinks out of the 
box and some times out of the world 
and is yet unable to manage his own 
bank account, let alone managing a 
company .However, with changing 
times, present day engineers are 
turning out to be the best managers 
of all times.  Bringing technology and 
management under a single spot-
light, 13 final-year students of our 
college with their venture ‘Canopy’, 
just prove my point.
Ever sauntered along the lane lead-
ing to the canteen? If so, you’d have 
surely noticed an imposing banner 
bearing the word ‘Canopy’. What lies 
beyond the banner is remarkable- A 
sudden transition from the monoto-
nous surroundings into a serene and 
tranquil lush green environment. An 
array of tables, a plethora of stalls, 

and the mixed aroma of chat along 
with a butterscotch sundae tingle 
your long dead senses, bringing the 
food freak in you back to life. As the 
popular paradigm goes – “Rome was 
not built in a day “, the emergence of 
this Food Court is the culmination of 
months of dogged determination and 
hard work by these “Managineers”.
This little tale of ours goes back to 
the open elective courses offered 
by our University. After completing 
their Business analysis, Finance and 
UFMR courses, these soon-to-be pro-
fessionals embarked on a journey to 
make life easier for the students of 
our University as part of their ‘Devel-
opment of Enterprise’ course. Calling 
themselves ‘Canopy’, this team decid-
ed to cover all prospective business-
es that they perceived as feasible in 
the campus. Four months on, their 
tagline – ‘Your right to Dream, Ours 
to Deliver’ is a reality today.

 An uninterrupted and comfortable 
bus journey from the gates of SAS-
TRA to Chennai and back, perched 
inside the plush and comfortable 
interiors of the Rathimeena Travels’ 
buses, a hitherto unthinkable pros-
pect was made a reality!! Students 
who availed themselves of this ser-
vice were all praise for the Canopy. 
If you’re a hosteller, you’d be aware 
of the lacunae in our laundry sys-
tem and probably have a long list of 
woes associated with it. Don’t fret, 
as these are all set to be addressed, 
Courtesy -The Canopy. In collabora-
tion with Hi-Tech Excel, a leading 
laundry service providing company 
in Thanjavur, Canopy is going to re-
vamp the laundry system in our hos-
tels. With mechanized and modern 
equipment coupled with huge cloth 
dryers, Canopy promises timely ser-
vice even if our town is flooded!! The 
tech-savvy company uses bore water 

maintained at optimal pH meant to 
give your clothes a new feel every 
time you get it laundered!! Once the 
service starts, you can simply trot 
across to their central collection 
point as per your convenience. 
Food, Clothing and Shelter are the 
three vitals for living. Though its 
true on a broad perspective, on nar-
rowing it down to the people’s day–
to-day needs, especially those of col-
lege students, the list balloons. To 
address all such bamboozling needs 
under a common roof, the canopy 
plans to launch a departmental store 
in collaboration with Gurunath, an 
established player in this arena with 
a proven track record. Well, the likes 
of SPENCER’S must surely watch out, 
for this one-stop store will soon give 
them a run for their money.

CANOPY Your right to dream, ours to deliver!!

continued in page 2..

Every Sastrite certainly knows about 
KurukSastra, along with a few famil-
iar names like Saarang and Riviera. 
But this year in the college, with 28 
participating institutions and 958 
contestants, the Big-Daddy of all cul-
tural events was the ‘ 26th Inter Uni-
versity South Zone Youth Festival’.

Day 1 (22nd August, 2010)
The first day of competition in this 
cultural Mahabharata took off with 
the Theatre and the English Literary 
Cluster at its helm. It was immedi-
ately obvious that the serene faces 
of the participants concealed a very 
high level of competitiveness and 
that they were here for nothing ex-
cept the first place.
The Theatre kick started with one-
act play, which witnessed a partici-
pation of eleven teams. Some plays 
were based on the evergreen theme, 
excerpts from the epics- The Mahab-
harata and The Ramayana. These 
added an Indian touch to the show, 

performed along with the hugely 
popular western and other con-
temporary themes. Each flavor that 
could possibly satisfy a drama-fan’s 
palate was served on a platter, neatly 
garnished. The performance by Man-
galore University and CUSAT in par-
ticular, were well appreciated by the 
huge audience gathered at the JVC 
auditorium.
The English Literary Cluster opened 
with a battle of brains between the 28 
participating colleges as they fought 
it out in the intellectual and trivia re-
membering arena-the Quiz. The quiz-
master was Mr. Krishna Seshadri, an 
employee of Wipro technologies and 
a winner of various quizzes held at 
the national level. Questions ranging 
from ones about M.S.Subbulakshmi 
making mud pies as a child to the 
one about the US blaming India for 
high methane emissions due to the 
digestion problems of cows certainly 
cracked the audience up. The SAS-
TRA team caught the top spot here, 

as expected.
The Quiz was followed by elocution. 
Coming after the Independence Day, 
the topic was aptly titled ‘Incredible 
India’. The topic awakened a sense 
of national pride in every one of the 
participants who translated their 
love for the country into stirring 
speeches.
Coming to the Fine Arts Cluster, the 
events - Poster Designing and Ran-
goli were conducted on the first day. 
Topics given for Poster Making were 
Health and Environment. University 
of Mysore and MGU (Kottayam) de-
signed some of the most eye catchy 
posters on site. Later in the day, VV 
seminar hall was inundated with in-
tricate Rangoli designs. The designs 
by MGU (Kottayam) and Bharati-
dasan University received special 
admiration.
The Music Cluster today had for us 
the Group Song (Indian & Western) 
competitions. The participating 
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Launching a food court anywhere 
is a daunting task. From finding 
the right vendors to revamping the 
place, it proved to be an uphill task. 
It involved enormous sacrifices on 
part of the Canopy members who 
worked days on end, often forgoing 
their sleep and comfort to make this 
place a reality. Every intricate detail 
was looked into closely with the eye 
of a professional. For the Canopy, 
customer comfort is as imperative 
and important as good quality food. 
The food court has plug points near 
all tables to aid charging of laptops. 
They also plan to make the place 
Wi-Fi enabled soon. Eventually one 
might also see LCD screens adorning 
the walls in sync with all famed food 
courts. The eatery offers a range of 
food items from burgers and pizzas 
to special south Indian delicacies at 
competitive prices. It’s indeed a huge 
transformation for the erstwhile 
MCA block in such a short time. The 
beauty and panache of the interiors 
is courtesy Nitin, a final year EEE 
student.
The above facilities would not have 
been possible but for the leadership 
and guidance of Prof. Dr. S. Vaidhya-
subramaniam , Dean- Planning & 
Development, who has been their in-
structor for the open elective cours-
es. All the members are unanimous 
in their acknowledgement and grati-

tude to him. The canopy also vouch-
es for the amazing insight provided 
to them by way of the open elective 
courses which allow them to foray 
into diverse streams. It is indeed re-
markable for engineering students to 
be launching such businesses which 
were earlier confined to the realm of 
management gurus.         
The Canopy is a cohesive and well-
knit team, united in word and spirit. 
For them, organising this has been a 
great learning curve. Life outside is 
tough, they say, but then, “whenever 
the going has been tough, these tough 
guys have got going”.  It’s important 
to be passionate in pursuing your 
dreams. They want to leave behind a 
legacy for the future torchbearers of 
the Canopy. As for now, they want to 
explore all possible avenues in order 
to make life more comfortable for the 
students. They are optimistic that 
their juniors would carry the baton 
with aplomb and live up to the ex-
pectations of the student fraternity. 
Well, the ball has been rolled!! Life in 
SASTRA is geared up for a change.

CANOPY  continued...

It was a depressing day for the vari-
ous sports teams of SASTRA and oth-
er participating institutions when 
COLOSSEUM ’10 (21-25th August), 
SASTRA’s inter-college sports festi-
val was literally washed off schedule 
due to torrential rains lashing con-
tinuously in Tanjore-Trichy.
All the guest teams had to pack their 
bags and leave without playing even 
a single game as weather made any 
kind of outdoor sporting impossible. 
Neeraj C Srivats (member of SAS-
TRA Basketball team) says, “We felt 
very disappointed as we had spent 
months practicing for our home-
tournament. We were kind of hoping 
that the weather clears up soon and 
the games would resume as sched-
uled!”
Similarly, the Indoor Sports teams of 
our colleges had their hopes intact 
too; their games being unaffected by 
the weather outside. But, as justly 
determined by the college manage-
ment, the tournament had to be can-
celled entirety. It is said to have been 
rescheduled alongside DAKSH next 
semester.
But the most dismaying aspect of 
this already grim situation was per-
haps our brand new soccer field. Re-
cently completed, it was created spe-
cially to cater to the requirements of 
COLOSSEUM ’10, which would have 
turned out to be a tournament of 
considerable caliber, had it been ever 

conducted. The university Football 
team was full of anticipation regard-
ing the grass turf which the new field 
provides. This too, as we know, was 
sodden beyond any solution.
As the teams had to turn back for 
their respective colleges nearly 
within 24 hrs of their arrival, Im-
print could not gain access to them 
for their comments on the situation, 
but one can easily visualize their dis-
pleasure.
Meanwhile, rumor flies that some 
players of the university Hockey and 
Cricket teams (these sports had not 
been included in the tournament), 
couldn’t help but smile when in-
formed about these recent turn of 
events!

It’s a known fact that a building is 
being constructed near Vishwa Kar-
ma Joth, but many are unaware of 
what it is intended for. Christened 
Anusandan Kendra, it is yet another 
fine achievement of the School Of 
Chemical And Biotechnology.  It is a 
research condo; dedicated solely for 
all the funded projects in Jiva Chait-
anya. Funded labs and those related 
to Medical Nanotechnology will be 
accommodated in the new building. 
Other academic labs in JVC will re-
main undisturbed. The main aim of 
setting up such an exclusive research 
environment, pooling all labs to-
gether is to optimize the utilization 
of various resources such as power, 
chemicals, etc. The highly sterile at-
mosphere, permissible only for re-
search scholars, will be conducive for 
research purposes. The whole idea 
primarily conceived by Dr. S. Swami-
nathan, Dean - Sponsored Research 
& Director CeNTAB, is expected to be 
realized by the end of September.

SASTRA UNPLUGGED

BUILDING 
BLOCKS OF 

LIFE
-Aravindh.B III MIBT

RAIN PLAYS SPOILSPORT FOR 
COLOSSEUM ‘10   

Prashant Srivastava,
III yr, Mech.

Hello folks,
This column would come your way every 
month bringing to you the latest and the 
most happening events in our college! 
This would update you with all that’s 
happening in SASTRA every single day! 
Get ready for some techie news from all 
departments, topics of talk among the 
students and almost every tiny bit of 
info about our college. After all, INFOR-
MATION IS WEALTH!!
This month had a whole lot of news 
doing the rounds. The most important 
include the arrival of the new batch of 
First Years, the XXIV Convocation, CAN-
OPY, and orientation sessions for the in-
numerable clubs in the college, and not 
to forget, THE SOUTH ZONE INTER COL-
LEGIATE YOUTH FESTIVAL! In addition 
to those, a lot more of hot and crisp news 
that would want to know more about! 
The XXIV CONVOCATION was held on 
the 14th of July and was surely the 
best way to bid farewell to our seniors. 
This evoked a range of mixed emotions 
among our pass-outs who still feel that 
they had spent the best days of their 
lives right here, in our college. 
CANOPY, The unique student venture 
which is the brain child of our Dean of 
Planning and development, has been 
a great hit among the students and the 
staff. Congratulations TEAM CANOPY! 
The Food Court boasts of ALL VEGGIE 

DELICACIES UNDER ONE ROOF! Try 
your hands on every tasty dish avail-
able and treat yourself with the splendid 
food! But never forget our GOOD OLD KC. 
Do not miss the new FRESH CREAM PAS-
TRIES and the yummy DOUBLE CHEESE 
PIZZA at our own sweet little KC! There 
have been nice changes in our canteen 
which includes NEW DISHES and MU-
SIC!! 
The WADIO (our WI-FI-RADIO) is back 
at SASTRA and how! A live streamed per-
formance HIGHWAY 67 was mind blow-
ing. It was performed at The Food Court, 
with the yellow lights, the hot food, the 

RAIN outside and the MUSIC making 
the ambience perfect for a Sunday eve-
ning. Way to go WADIO! WADIO can be 
accessed with a no-proxy option! Keep 
your ears glued to wonderful music that 
our own students render and groove to 
the beats of the foot-tapping numbers! 
This month saw the first OPEN HOLIDAY 
(a.k.a. the happiest time for the hos-
tellers) of this academic year. The first 
years had a blast as they indeed had a 
great time getting all set to back their 
bags and run home! The Trichy railway 
and the bus stations were extremely 
crowded, a sight that every student from 
SASTRA would get accustomed to. This 
holiday was a good time for a few of our 
friends who went on FUN TRIPS to vari-
ous places! 
Gear up for the technical events coming 
your way. It’s time to stop thinking you 
know nothing. Make use of the abound 
clubs in the college and there you go! 
After all, Engineers are made, not born! 
Scratch your brains and prove what all 
you can do!
That’s all the news that had been doing 
the rounds this whole month. Will come 
back with more! 
Till then, keep buzzing!

CAMPUS JOTTINGS!!!
-Haritha SR,

II yr, EEE.

P 2



teams literally had the packed VKJ 
auditorium swinging to their rhythm 
as they rendered some of the most 
exuberant performances of the festi-
val. Performances that deserve spe-
cial mention here are SVU(Tirupati), 
SSUS(Kalady) and Kannur University 
in the Indian category & Bharatidasan 
University and Bangalore University 
in the Western category.
Pulsating encounters hence con-
cluded a vibrant first day showcasing 
the energy and spirit of the SASTRA 
organizers whether they be the ex-
perienced staff members or the hard 
working students full of enthusiasm 
and presenting a cheerful visage to 
one and all.
Day 2 (23rd August, 2010)
The battle continued on the second 
day of the Festival as the stalwart cul-
tural teams of southern India took the 
competition to the next level.
The Theatre came back with its mute 
cousin- the Mime. It witnessed over 
eighteen universities competing in 
the cluster. The teams creatively por-
trayed a variety of themes. Social is-
sues seemed to be the ‘in’ thing today. 
The ones on rising trend of farmer 
suicide and the one depicting the 
painful lives of Hijaras (eunuchs) 
drew a huge round of applause from 
the packed JVC auditorium. It was a 
power-packed performance by each 
of the teams and one could only mar-
vel at their talent.
The Music events included, among 
others, classical vocal solo and clas-
sical solo (non-percussion). Teams 
from various participating universi-
ties mesmerized the audience and 
judges with their breathtaking mas-
tery over their respective arts.
Among them, a flautist from Manga-
lore University and an adept vocal-
ist from Visvesvarayya Technological 
University rendered some of the most 
enrapturing performances on show at 
the VKJ auditorium. SASTRA’s own in-
strumentalist, competing in the clas-
sical (non-percussion) category, held 
the audience spellbound with his in-
credible skill on the Nadaswaram.
Coming to the literary cluster, day 
two was all about ‘mano-a-mano’, i.e., 
the Debate. The participants were 
required to argue on the idea of set-
ting up a coalition government in the 

country. In complete contrast to the 
country’s current political scenario, 
the ‘arguments’ here were put forth 
in a disciplined manner, without the 
(mis)use of furniture.
Finally, the Fine Arts Cluster today 
included Clay-Modelling, Collage and 
Spot-Photography. The events were 
judged by none other than Mr. Nelson 
Kennedy from Chennai, who was re-
cently voted Artist of the Month, Mr. 
Chandu and Mr. Gopal Kammar.
Among others, a staggeringly detailed 
clay sculpture of a mother holding her 
child drew utmost appreciation.
The last event of the day was Folk/
Tribal Dance, which had our cultural 
heritage come alive in colourful ebul-
lience. SSUS (Kalady) proved its met-
tle here as they put up one of the most 
drum-thumping performances, along 
with SVU (Tirupati) and SPMV (Tiru-
pati).
The second day thus came to a joyous 
end, promising even more captivating 
and competitive performances by the 
teams on the forthcoming day.
Day 3 (24th August, 2010)
As the final day of competition ar-
rived, the participants could feel the 
heat as the festival was at the neck for 
the overall championship.
If it was the Mime on the previous day, 
Skit and Mimicry rocked the Theatre 
on the third. Though the contention 
was stiff, the one skit that stood out 

was by the team from SSUS (Kalady). 
An ad-lib performance by two mem-
bers of SASTRA drama team also 
garned considerable audience admi-
ration.
At VV, a creative war raged among 
the contenders in the Fine Arts clus-
ter for the best on the spot Painting. 
Next in the cluster, talented young 
cartoonists tickled our funny-bones 
with their juvenile depictions of fa-
mous personalities. Others carica-
tured sports and rampant corrup-
tion in the country. Kerala University 
took the top spot here.
A few blocks away at VKJ auditori-
um, competition in the Music cluster 
grew more intense with the Classi-
cal Dance and Light Vocals (Indian) 
coming into the picture. The partici-
pants certainly meant business and 
the audience could only sit back and 
wonder about the amount of hard-
work and the level of perfection each 
of the participants had achieved in 
the respective classical performing 
arts. The Judges indeed had a tough 
time choosing the winners.
Well, as the third and final day of the 
festival drew to an end, our talented 
participants put their rivalry aside 
and came together for the final good-
bye. The organizers were greatly 
touched by the heartwarming grati-
tude they received from the outsta-
tion contestants. And finally, after a 
formal valedictory function, we bid 
adieu to our friends who had trav-
elled a long way from their colleges 
to be a part of the 26th South Zone 
Inter-University Youth Festival.

1. Music- Bangalore University, 
Bangalore, Karnataka
2. Dance- S S University of San-
skrit, Kalady, Kerala
3. Literary- SASTRA University, 
Tanjore, Tamil Nadu
4. Theatre- Mangalore University, 
Mangalore, Karnataka
5. Fine Arts- University of Mysore, 
Mysore, Karnataka
Runners-Up: University of Calicut, 
Calicut, Kerala
Overall Champions: Mangalore 
University, Mangalore,
 Karnataka & S S University of 
Sanskrit, Kalady, Kerala

Youth festival continued..

THE CHAMPIONS

SASTRA UNPLUGGED

By: Prashant Srivastava
III yr, Mech.

With invaluable inputs given by:
Srinath Sripath III yr ECE

          Janani S III yr BIN 

Time: 13:00 hrs
Venue: Hostel room (on bed, 
sleeping on Data Structures book 
with the end semester exam the                                                                                                       
following day)
“I’ll be there for you……..” (My ring 
tone then), “Dwarakanath calling…”. 
I picked the phone, and not even in 
my wildest dreams did I expect that 
this call was what would start off the 
“thing” that would define the whole 
of my next semester in college.
A wonderful new idea , and the 
thought of creating something that 
the whole university would use once 
successfully completed was enough 
to get the team all enthusiastic and 
raring to go. What followed of course, 
was some intense bonding with the 
laptop, a lot of learning (A LOT!!!), 
meetings, deadlines, long hours at 
the lab, erroneous codes, disagree-
ments, approvals, tense  demonstra-
tions, a few sleepless nights, and a 
few sighs of relief, and at last a lot of 
smiles. In short it was an ineffable 
experience.
The Student Toolkit (as most of you 
may know by now) is an application 
that caters to many different catego-
ries of users - students, alumni, facul-
ty and outsiders. It provides different 
services to each user group, identify-
ing their needs and requirements. 
The services include applications for 
new ID cards, bonafide certificates, 
transcripts, and most importantly 
(for most) hostel leave permissions. 
Apart from these, it also includes 
modules such as curricula (coming 
up) to check out your syllabus and 
other details, notifications, to get 
all alerts, et cetera. With everything 
now just a few clicks away, with the 
comforts of your bed, it would not be 
completely inappropriate to cite that 
the Toolkit has indeed taken a leap 
towards making SASTRA a paper 
free University.
Now that the project is in the post-
deployment phase, I have to confess 
that this project has contributed ma-
jorly to an extremely exciting and fun-
filled 4th semester in college. I would 
be leaving a huge blank unfilled if I, 
(and am sure my teammates would 
agree), do not express my gratitude 
to Prof. Dr. S.Vaidhyasubramaniam , 
Dwarakanath (Open Source Cham-
pion’10 at SASTRA), and GLOSS for 
providing us with this wonderful op-
portunity and for giving us a learning 
experience better than any other.
To conclude technically, the Toolkit 
has been a GOLSS initiative, built 
completely on Open Source Soft-
wares, with a base of PHP and MySql. 
It can be viewed at toolkit.sastra.
edu.
The team includes C.V.Lavanya, III yr 
CSE and R.Ramprakash, III yr ICT.
PS: For any comments, criticisms 
(except, “I hate you for making hos-
tel permission count more strict!”), 
and queries, feel free to contact us at 
toolkit@sastra.edu.

STUDENT TOOL KIT
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Thanjavur’s architectural wonder turns 1000
Arundhyoti Sarkar, III yr, ECE.

Nataraj, God of nritya(dance) is the greatest form of Lord Shiva. King Raja-
raja Chola of Chola dynasty had great devotion for Him and built a magnifi-
cent temple at Thanjavur in 1010 AD. Brihadeeswara Kovil or The Big Temple 
as it is commonly known today, is now part of UNESCO’s Great Living Chola 
Temples.
The temple will be completing its 1000th anniversary this year. To mark this 
millennium celebration, the Association of Bharatnatyam Artists of India (AB-
HAI) in collaboration with the Government of Tamil Nadu is presenting a dance 
performance by 1000 dancers on 25th September, 2010. Honorable Chief Min-
ister, M. Karunanidhi will preside over the function. The Natyanjali begins with 
Ganapati Kauthwam taking the blessings from Lord Vinayaka. It proceeds with 
Thiruvisaippa written by Karuvur Thevar and concludes with Adi Shankara’s 
Shiva Panchakshara Stuti. The dances are specially compiled, scored and cho-
reographed by the dance maestro, Dr. Padma Subhrahmanyam. 

Chitroobeni.S , III yr, CSE.
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Daksh ’11 
Come February and the campus on 
Highway 67 enters a state of excite-
ment which doesn’t descend till mid-
March (that’s when the fests get over 
and the 2nd midterm starts!).
 Yes, I’m talking about DAKSH, the 
international level Techno-Manage-
ment fest organized by the Univer-
sity!
From 2007, the year it was launched 
to this date, DAKSH has transcended 
horizons in providing the perfect 
platform for thousands of techies to 
‘Experience Engineering’.
DAKSH 2010 became the second big-
gest fest in South India (in terms of 
participation) after seeing about 
7348 enthusiasts participating from 
over 210 institutions all over the 
world! The DAKSH website received 
a total of around 2.5 lakh hits with 
50k online registrations. Association 
with Multi-National Companies and 
prize money of 2.5 million INR has 
made DAKSH a new benchmark to 
compete with.
With about 50+ events ranging from 
Computer Sciences to Bio-Technol-
ogy to Robotics to Mechanical Engi-

neering and more, DAKSH is the ideal 
launch pad for the engineer in you.
DAKSH, functioning under the motto 
C.L.G.D (Come Learn Get DAKSH-
ified), stands apart from the others 
in the fact that not only competition 
but also knowledge sharing is given 
an equal importance. The problem 
statement is provided with the pos-
sible solutions after the event. The 
participants always return with 
not only experience but knowledge 
as an added asset. Guest Lectures 
from eminent personalities such as 
Mr.S.Gurumurthy and Dr.Swapan Das 
Gupta and industry giants such as Mr. 
Alok Kothari, MD, Aruba Networks 
etc. further validate the motto.
The practical application of knowl-
edge is aided by the addition of 
Workshops conducted by leading 
organizations in various fields such 
as Aero-Modeling, Web-designing 
and Astronomy. Student workshops 
were also organized which focused 
on the more basic aspects of the sub-
ject areas.

No tech fest is complete without 
a purpose. And when it comes to 
DAKSH not only do we honor the ad-

vances in science and technology but 
also support the Socio-environmen-
tal cause. Energy conservation and 
Green technology were the adopted 
themes for DAKSH 2008 and DAKSH 
2009. DAKSH 2010 broadened the 
purpose by taking up multiple Ini-
tiatives as PLASMA COMPENDIUM, 
an online blood data archive and 
Green rally in association with Eco-
Brigade.
The shows organized at DAKSH 2010 
became the highlights of the fest 
which included the ROBO DANCE 
SHOW where humanoids from Na-
tional University of Singapore were 
seen dancing to the tunes of popular 
Hindi songs and the Laser show by 
the LASER tech India lit up the night 
sky. An Aero show was also an added 
attraction.
A strong belief runs through the 
TEAM that technology, knowledge-
application and FUN go hand in 
hand. Proving this point emerged 
INFOtainment@DAKSH. Events like 
“I’m not a Geek” and “60 seconds to 
Fame” enthralled the participants 
and audience alike.
After receiving a great response to 

The D-Team!
Anirudh Dingari,
Student Coordinator,
+91 99944 83302
coordinator@daksh.sastra.edu

Media and Publicity

Swaroop Anan   
Kavya Amarnath
+91 98945 13825   
+91 98407 30755
media@daksh.sastra.edu

Marketing:
Kaushik Margabandu  
Sadhvi Srinivasan
+91 99520 78280   
+91 997864 18828
marketing@daksh.sastra.edu

COMING SOON...

Hellow there….. It’s the opening night 
of a new era and the world is witness-
ing an avalanche of fresh ideas and 
products. The environment is the 
hottest star onstage today and we at 
HINGES didn’t want to hold back on 
doing our part to keep the show up 
and running. A brainstorming ses-
sion resulted in our mean green eco 
team choosing the theme “Carbon 
footprint”. Now what is carbon? And 
why is it stuck to my feet? Yes, that’s 
the question we decided to address 
at HINGES10. Contrary to popu-
lar belief, carbon footprints are not 
caused by spending too much time in 
a coal train. It is rather, a measure of 
the impact our activities have on the 
environment, and in particular cli-
mate change relating to the amount 
of greenhouse gases produced in our 
day-to-day lives through burning fos-
sil fuels for electricity, heating and 
transportation etc. It is an account of 
all greenhouse gases we individually 
produce and has the unit of ton (or 
kg) of carbon dioxide equivalent.
This pretty much means that it is a 
measure of how much energy you 
are hogging as an individual. With 
ice-bergs melting into pools of water 
that threaten to drown us all, ani-
mal species disappearing off the face 
of the earth faster than rabbits can 
multiply, those long afternoon power 
cuts becoming a constant drag and 

the idea of oxygen masks becoming 
the next big fashion accessory being 
a dark possibility, we as responsible 
earthlings must join hands to make 
a difference. HINGES10 was all about 
infusing the green spirit into the 
youth of the nation. Our events were 
designed not only to test technical 
knowledge, but also to spark off a 
passion for living the right way. 
Of course, it is wonderfully easy to 
have noble intentions, dream big and 
swear to a life of green-ness. As with 
every great idea, execution is the real 
challenge here. This is where the re-
nowned names from the civil engi-
neering industry make a dramatic 
hero’s entry to back our spirited mis-
sion to save the day! It is a fabulous 
platform for sponsoring companies 
to connect with the young masses 
and electrify them with the advances 
that they have made in the field.    
Having said all that, I shall now stop 
typing and get down to the highly 
important business of reducing my 
carbon footprint. Off goes my com-
puter.  
Keep It Green.
P.S.  Hinges would have cruised over 
the green waves by the time, you                    
read this article. Look out for the 
Hinges’ overview in the next issue.    

the Call for Event Ideas, Team DAKSH 
is charged up and expects a higher 
level of enthusiasm in the forthcom-
ing programs!
Cheers,

Initiating the change
Eco-Brigade is the link that connects SASTRA to the environment. Being 
dynamic and activity oriented, the club aims at creating awareness about 
various environmental issues and also involving students for environmental 
improvement activities around the campus.  
One of the notable projects adopted recently was the tree plantation drive 
near the girls’ hostel. Initiated on an auspicious Independence Day morning, 
the event commenced with the Registrar and Dean of NSS planting the first 
two saplings. With volunteers coming in good numbers, including students 
from first, second and third years, the drive proved to be a fruitful one.  At the 
end of the day about 75 saplings were successfully planted, a notable con-
tribution to the campus’ landscape. The following day a few more saplings 
were planted near the oxidation pond.
Eco-brigade as a club is all set to send a team of students to participate in the 
annual tech fest of VIT – ‘GRAVITAS’. This tech fest has an exclusive cluster 
‘ENVIRON’ with events focussing on the environment. Events include Talk@
green India, Polar Minds, Eco-Mansion, Wind turbine modelling, etc. 

Widen Your Horizon..
This column is dedicated to high-
lighting the fine projects being 
carried out here at Sastra. Vari-
ous ideas have taken shape and 
become a reality. Students are 
encouraged to actively take part 
in project activities. Students can 
work under a particular ongoing 
project they are interested in or 
come up with their own idea in 
their field of interest. All one has 
to do is to ascertain their field of 
interest and approach the respec-
tive faculty. With guidance the 
students can gain practical knowl-
edge which is highly essential for 
their future prospects.
 Here are a just a few of the proj-
ects picked out from the ever 
growing list.

This month our focus is on..
Centre for nanotechnology and 
advanced biomaterials (CeN-
TAB)
1.Regenerative medicine:  On ner-
vous tissue engineering, liver tis-
sue engineering, skin tissue engi-
neering, bone tissue engineering 
and development of small diam-
eter cardiovascular grafts.
2.Isolation of adult stem cells.
3.Development of Smart delivery 
systems for sustained, controlled 
and targeted release of therapeu-
tic agents.
Various department faculties in-
volved in research work, interest-
ed in informing the students and 
other readers about their project 
work are encouraged to send in 
their work summary to news.sas-
tra@gmail.com .
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Sitting in the third hour can indeed 
a tough ordeal! One tends to keep 
looking into the watch...Checking if 
the time is at least closer to 11:10 
am. Just as the bell decides to ring 
finally, the class clears in like a few 
seconds! Whatever building it is-VKJ, 
VV, JVC etc you can find the deni-
zens of SASTRA heading towards the 
“Chota Canteen” or “Krishna Can-
teen” so that they can grab that sa-
mosa which sell like hot cakes in the 
11:10 break many a time the chota 
canteen extinguishes its stock before 
the break gets over. Apart from the 
Krishna Bakery at Thanjavur which 
supplies the pastries and other deli-
cacies to the campus, there are many 
other companies/organizations 
which flourish because of this 20 
minute break in the campus.
 The most famous one is the “Gold 
Cup”. Just thinking about this thirst 
quencher available in a variety of 

flavours for a mere cost of Rs.6/-, 
makes me reminisce about my first 
day in the campus. After washing 
the dirt from the room, my parents 
and I came down the first year hostel 
(fondly called SPS) to get something 
to drink. I spotted the store inside 
the hostel and went over to ask him 
whether he has the usual coke brands 
to which he replied  “ only Gold Cup”. 
My exact reaction to his statement 
was “HUH!” But thirst over-powered 
me and I gave in and asked to give 

what I felt to be the safest-Lemon 
Flavour. My parents also due to their 
parched throat found it OK to try out 
this unheard of drink but my brother 
was totally against trying this out! 
Now, thinking about what happened 
four years ago (with an Orange Gold 
Cup in my hand) I find it extremely 
funny! 
Our lush campus has not just in-
dulged in imparting quality educa-
tion but also in some way or the 
other provided a mode for many of 
the small scale business to thrive. 
Not just the Gold Cup business or 
the Krishna Bakery but also several 
other organizations. Our SASTRA 
gets its records and other stationery 
items from Seshasayee Paper and 
Boards Limited situated at Erode. 
Not only is this an excellent business 
opportunity for the company but 
there also exist a prospect for public-
ity through the college tech and cul-

tural fest. Speaking of which, Daksh- 
International Techno-Management 
Fest and Kuruksastra- National Level 
Cultural Fest hosted by our campus 
is indeed a time for celebration  to 
the many other printers, audio sys-
tem renters from Trichy, Thanjavur 
and Kumbakonam as nearly all the 
brochures, posters and other forms 
of memorabilia are made there. 
The citizens of Vallam and other sur-
rounding areas are either directly 
or in-directly working under the 
banner of SASTRA .Our University’s 
farms and its tree-planting activity is 
a testimony to the soft corner of SAS-
TRA to the need for a cleaner and a 
greener world. So it is high time that 
we sit and realise how our presence 
has created a huge landmark and has 
accelerated the process of develop-
ment in this tinsel town of Thanja-
vur. 

SASTRA- A landmark Indeed!? -Kaushik Margabandu
  IV yr Mech.
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When I first started writing my blog, 
I looked at it as a medium, very pow-
erful to communicate. A medium 
that could pierce through any bar-
rier, and deliver information at right 
portals. One such writer comes up 
with an article that was irresistible 
to read. A piece of his writing is pre-
sented below:

DISCLAIMER: The content given be-
low is totally fictitious and is from the 
vague creative borders of the author. 
It doesn’t have any intention of mock-
ery or target towards a particular in-
dividual. Any similarity felt is a mat-
ter of pure co-incidence.

I wrote a quiz in my PG university and 
it was awful, Unbearable, Torturing!! 
Well… the questions given below 
are a tribute to the question setter. I 
request his greatness to attend this 
test. It gives a vague feeling of what I 
felt in the exam hall that day. Phew! I 
got my grades. I am happy though :P
Now read on…
1. Write the etymology of heat trans-
fer and illustrate why it is named so.

2. Thermodynamics is a misnomer. 
Who named it wrongly and why has 
it not been renamed yet?

3. Whatever you write as the answer 
to this question, no marks will be 
awarded. Will you answer this ques-
tion? Why?

4. “God does not believe in Heat 
Transfer” - Justify.

5. “Students at IITs are the best brains 
available, People at IIT canteens are 
also brainy” Discuss the case and 

justify.

6. Does Heat Transfer really get 
transferred into your brains? If yes, 
conduction or convection or radia-
tion. If no, give a note on the insulat-
ing medium.

7. Derive the different heat transfer 
equations with regard to a hot plate 
considering the advances in java 
coupled with the technologies in as-
tronomy in the department of astro 
physics, for the supply chain devel-
opment relating the transient condi-
tions of double piped heat exchanger 
in the process of construction of the 
layout that has issues in the technical 
aspects of CAD and practicality snags 
in the verification done at Italy.

8. If you are looking into a computer 
sitting inside a room for 24 hours, 
what probably are you doing? Dis-
cuss the cases for [a] Orkut [b] You-
Tube [c] Face book. Also evaluate 
the amount of heat transferred into 
your eyes during the period. Suggest 
methods to insulate the same.
Well… When a student faces an 
exam that is very tough, and is de-
pressed about his performance, he 
is creatively motivated to make such 
verbal content. Our fictitious pro-
tagonist has had a very challenging/
tormenting exam tough!
He [the fictitious protagonist] says, 
“That guy is used to,
Keeping All The Tests Eccentric!!!”

On a lighter Vein...

Here is the answer to last month’s 
quatrain: 
“From the depths of the west of Eu-
rope,
A young child will be born to poor 
people,
He who by his tongue will seduce a 
great troop;
His fame will increase towards the 
realm of the East.”
This particular quatrain is believed 
to describe Hitler’s childhood (a 
young child born to poor people), his 
charismatic personality (he who by 
his tongue will seduce a great troop) 
and Germany’s alliance with Japan 
(his fame will increase towards the 
realm of the East). 
Given below is another quatrain 
about Hitler: 
Beasts ferocious with hunger will 
cross the rivers; 
The greater part of the battlefield 
will be against Hitler. 
Into a cage of iron will the great 
one be drawn, 
When the child of Germany ob-

serves nothing.
The first line is generally interpreted 
as Adolf Hitler and the German Army 
invading France. The greater part of 
the army will be against Hitler is in-
terpreted to mean the alliance that 
eventually defeated him. The cage 
of iron may refer to his bunker or 
to tanks, which Nostradamus would 
have no words for or ways of describ-
ing back in the sixteenth century.

THE MAN WHO SAW TOMORROW
-Nikhil II CIVIL
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP  WORKSHOP

According to the UN, 31.3% of India is below poverty line. A problem 
that has haunted India’s past and present. The solution to this prob-
lem, like Infosys Narayana Murthy has been rightly pointing out lies 
in Entrepreneurship. 
To encourage the budding Entrepreneurs of our university and an-
swer few of their million questions regarding finance, bank loans and 
subsidies, identification of business opportunities, risk calculation 
etc, the Entrepreneurship Development Cell arranged for a two day 
certificate work shop on “NURTURE THE ENTREPRENEUR IN YOU”. 
The workshop was held on 4th and 5th of this month and proved to 
be a big success with around 180 participants. The interactive ses-
sions with successful real time entrepreneurs were the highlight of 
the day as they provided a deep insight into the challenges faced by 
entrepreneurs on their way towards success.  

The author is a SASTRA pass out 
and is currently doing his Masters in 
Engineering Management from Uni-
versity of Ottawa. He blogs at http://
smanojrao.blogspot.com

Manoj’s Diaries II: The Question Paper
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It’s 8:30 am. The hot sun rays knock 
on my eyelids ferociously and wake 
me up. OMG! I have a class at 8:40!! 
Again I have to skip my breakfast like 
I did yesterday. Having had a bath 
the previous night, I run towards JVC 
with my “bob the builder” in hand. 
My thought process went like this. 
First hour is Process Calculation, 
and I had already bunked a lot, so 
can’t afford to miss this; The Chota 
is crowded as usual; The farmers 
in Vallam would have started their 
day’s work; My mom would have 
just now reached her office in Chen-
nai having already flooded my inbox 
with her “Wake up idiot” messages; 
what experiment would I have in 
Biochemistry lab today?; Ecobrigade 
has a meet in TIFAC at 5 in the eve-
ning and what was I going to present 
there?; My coffee cup needs a wash at 
the JVC cooler; No wait! (The ecoman 
in me stops me from using the treat-
ed water for washing). Thinking thus 
and a few stops and halts to patch up 
broken matters with friends and se-
niors and by the time I reach class, I 
can hear the professor calling out roll 
numbers for attendance. “Kindly get 
out”. DOOMED! I go back, tracing my 
path, a perfect reverse function, de-
viating a bit towards TIFAC , where 

I get connected to this entire world. 
I start off with some Stanford open 
courseware stuffs and as I get bored, 
I go into the philosophical world of 
OSHO and J.KRISHNAMURTHY. Time 
flies! And it’s time for my next hour. 
I drag my 80 kilo mass towards JVC 
and here I am finally! In the bio-
world for the next few hours with oc-
casional dreamland experiences and 
with perfect control over my eye lids. 
My fellow farmers in Vallam would 
still be in the fields. I start wondering 
what my class mates back in Mumbai 
would be doing. Man! They would be 
having fun. I miss them. NO! Wait! I 
should be having fun here too! The 
more I move towards my life’s fulfill-
ment, the more my life becomes re-
joicing for no reason at all. Blissful-
ness so deep and divine! In fact, I will 
start sharing it with my fellow mates 
because my life is a very small con-
tainer. The hour after lunch, I’m at 
the losing end in the battle with my 
eyelids. Off! Darkness! No, open eyes! 
Off! Darkness! I struggle! But finally, 
complete darkness! The bell rings, I 
feel so sad. I have lost my childhood 
innocence; man’s memory is not very 
great. I don’t even remember the life 
I had been living when I was 3 or 4 .It 
seems the best in us is not recorded. 

Perhaps it’s a biological strategy that 
I should forget it, It seems that the 
ugly, the dark, the humiliating and 
the tragic have the priority, as far 
as remembrance is concerned. All 
that is beautiful is simply forgotten; 
they leave no mark on your memory-
fortunately or unfortunately. As the 
lectures comes to an end , my tummy 
starts yearning for the 5pm tea! It 
had been raining the whole day and 
I can find some frogs in the stagnant 
water behind my hostel. Herp freaks 
join the party and if lucky , some 
snakes too! With hot sipping tea in 
my hand , watching the sunset across 
the farms in Vallam, waving hands 
at fellow farmer friends , my mind 

thinks about the kind of life I had 
been living; the essential essence of 
my existence . Essential things... love, 
joy, cheerfulness, humour, peace, an-
ger etcetera are things which I can-
not “do”, but I have to learn to allow 
them to happen. To be is to us, but to 
become is the disease of the soul. So 
I should be, not become. I am always 
at the receiving end. I just need to be 
open with a bit of gratitude towards 
existence.  
The bell rings, I get up, and the in-
vigilator drags my incomplete an-
swer paper and gives me a dirty look. 
That’s when I realize that I had been 
on a journey to seek my own truth, 
but in bad timing; It was my mid-se-
mester Maths exam. I walk out of JVC 
towards mega, as the sun goes down 
behind me , eager to go and meet my 
farmer friends. My sun rises in the 
evening as the grass grows by itself. 
“Take it easy”, this is just the lan-
guage of existence. For those of you, 
who understood what this article is 
about, you are surely a God that can 
dance; for others, go through it again 
and again till your empty boat starts 
its journey.
Enough! 

FEEL IT BEST , FOLLOW YOUR EMPTY BOAT! haha...

This is an article I wrote on a plane on 
the way to my parents after quitting 
my dream job at Nokia. 3 hours is a 
long time to stare at the seat in front 
of you. I don’t know how I got onto 
the subject(actually I do. Thanks to 
Chetan Bhagat and his book:P). And 
I stumbled across the 3 biggest mis-
takes of my life. Mistakes which with 
due course of time turned out to be the 
best decisions I ever made.
Mistake #1: 
Leaving oceanography in IIT B and 
joining ECE in RVCE (Bengaluru) in-
stead:
I went to the best school in Delhi. 39 
out of my class of 52 joined IIT. 21 
joined BITS. For a very long time, the 
fact that I had failed and landed up in 
a local college (that’s how I felt back 
then) haunted me. BIGGEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE EVER.
However by the end of four years ,I had 
written 21 papers ,done 7 projects, 
gone for semester abroad programme, 
organised college’s tech and cult fest, 
learnt how to play guitar ,piano etc. All 
because I was trying to get comfort-
able with the choice I made four years 
ago. “Would I have done all this had I 
been an IIT-ian or would I too be just 
another lost ,confused five point some-
one there like most of those 39???”.
My answer today just makes me 
smile...
Mistake #2:
“Sir, not only are you absolutely wrong, 

but you are very stupid too”.
It was the year 2003. My CAT inter-
view at IIM A. The question was very 
simple. Which was SRK’s first movie? 
Baazigar.
The course of events made it very obvi-
ous that I was in for a stress interview. 
They had called me fat, incompetent 
fool (since I could not prove 0!=1) and 
asked if I felt like a loser since I was 
not from IIT and to top it all they were 
trying to convince me that Zanzeer 
was SRK’s first movie. I get it. They 
wanted to see how confident I was of 
my answer. But come on, any person 
with common sense would have tried 
Fauji (SRK’s first teleserial )rather than 
Zanzeer (Amitabh’s first movie) as the 
confusion creating factor ...Duh!!!! And 
thus the statement was made.
Realising my grave error, I let the 
dreams of passing out from IIM fly 
right out of the window. Sulked for 
days and nights together.
But in 2005 on my graduation day, the 
same professor revealed that had it not 
been for the same statement two years 
ago , my graduation day wouldn’t have 
existed. Apparently the confidence 
they were looking for was the basis of 
that statement. What can I say???My 
lucky day I guess...
Mistake #3:
By 2007, I had been working for Nokia 
for 2 years and was bored of the “wis-
dom” from wallstreet. The wisdom 

seemed to be centred very much on 
helping wallstreet rather Joe Inves-
tor. I wanted to write about it but had 
three problems!!! 
a) I dint know how to write that well.
b) I dint know how to write at all actu-
ally.
 c) I dint have much spare time as i 
was putting all my efforts into .......well 
making the fourth mistake of my life....
what happened ?
A buddy of mine had just finished 
writing his book. With all due respect 
it wasn’t that great. But I figured that 
if he could , so could I. It took me two 
and a half years and I went about  it all 
wrong. But at the end of the day I got it 
done and today I have something I am 
really proud of.
And a month earlier I made my fourth 
mistake. I QUIT MY JOB.
My salary was great (a whooping 7 
digit actually).i was getting promoted 
time and again .bosses were all praises 
for me. Then what went wrong ???
Everything. The seven digit salary. The 
promotion. The praises...
I soon realise that all these things were 
directly proportional to the amount of 
gruelling I went through. The bed in 
my office proves my point. I became 
what my family calls “ a money ob-
sessed lunatic”.
When all this reached a tipping point, 
dad suggested that I quit and join an 
NGO. You know....to realise the value of 

money, etc. But I had different plans. 
Entrepreneur. So on one fine day, me 
and my colleague finally quit the job. 
No previous planning. No big discus-
sions. We just knew that that was the 
time not to go to work. Had I waited 
until I was ready, I never would have 
done it. Agro would be the field-we de-
cided. Contacted few professors back 
at the Alma Mater. They were the most 
helpful. Asked us to come back to cam-
pus immediately for planning and dis-
cussion. One of them today is in fact a 
part of our venture. 
For past one month we travelled the 
length and breadth of the country 
weighing our options. And now, am on 
my way to my parents, because that’s 
where we plan to start our venture – 
Delhi .
I hope this turns out to be the biggest 
but best mistake of my life ever .
Bottom line?
If there is something you are consider-
ing doing, but still on the fence about 
,may be its time for you to go for it. 
Because you will never be completely 
“ready “for anything important ever. 
And don’t let that stop you...

3 biggest mistakes of my life!

-Maxi

AAL IS WELL!
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-Anantha Narayanan
II yr, BIBT.

[The author is a IIM-A pass out and cur-
rently working with NOKIA. His book   
“ AND MAXI SAYS – answers to every 
Indian’s questions” is to hit the shelf 

soon]



What is GATE?
Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineer-
ing (GATE), is an all-India examina-
tion, administered and conducted in 
eight zones across India by the GATE 
Committee to select the best engi-
neering aspirants waiting for oppor-
tunities to enroll themselves into any 
of the nationally reputed Educational 
Institution in the country for higher 
studies in the field of Engineering. 
The committee comprises faculty 
from 8 renowned institutes including 
seven IIT’s and IISc Bangalore. This 
committee operates on behalf of the 
National Coordinating Board-GATE, 
a section of Department of Educa-
tion in Ministry of Human Resources 
Development. This is a written exam 
for 150 marks of three hours dura-
tion

Why GATE?
Admission to postgraduate pro-
grammes with MHRD and some 
other government scholarships/ as-
sistantships in engineering colleges/
institutes is open to those who qual-
ify through GATE. GATE qualified 
candidates with Bachelor’s degree in 
Engineering/ Technology/ Architec-
ture or Master’s degree in any branch 
of Science/ Mathematics/ Statistics/ 
Computer Applications are eligible 
for admission to Master/Doctoral 
programmes in Engineering/ Tech-

nology/ Architecture as well as for 
Doctoral programmes in relevant 
branches of Science with MHRD or 
other government scholarships/ as-
sistantships. To avail the scholarship, 
the candidate must secure admission 
to such a postgraduate programme, 
as per the prevailing procedure of 
the admitting institution. However, 
candidates with Master’s degree in 
Engineering/ Technology/ Architec-
ture may seek admission to relevant 
PhD programmes with scholarship/ 
assistantship without appearing in 
the GATE examination.
Some institutions specify GATE 
qualification as mandatory even for 
admission of self-financing students 
to postgraduate programmes. GATE 
qualified candidates are also eligible 

for the award of Junior Research Fel-
lowship in CSIR Laboratories and 
CSIR sponsored projects. Top rank 
holders in some GATE papers are 
entitled to apply for “Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee Fellowship” awarded by 
CSIR. Some government organiza-
tions prescribe GATE qualification 
as a requirement for applying to the 
post of a Scientist/ Engineer. 

Who can write GATE? Graduates as 
well as students awaiting their final 
year results
GATE is open for Non Engineering 
graduates also. 
Students may opt for their subject 
or the subject they like, specified in 
GATE brochure supplied along with 
the application forms.
Syllabus for the chosen subject will 
be available in the GATE brochure. 
Results (called scores) remain valid 
for 2 years and one may re-appear if 
not satisfied with the scores. 

Important Dates for memory
Applications availability (in referred banks): 1st week of October
Last Date for submitting Applications: 1st week of November
Exam Date: Second Sunday of February
Results: Last week of March 

GATE , a path to pursue higher studies! Dr. V. Rajesh Kumar, 
Assistant Professor III, School of 
Civil Engineering, SASTRA Uni-
versity“ GATE is open for Non Engineering graduates also. 

Students may opt for their subject or the subject 
they like, specified in GATE brochure supplied 
along with the application forms.”

The word “marketing” implies a buy-
er-seller interface around a product. 
The B-school GDPI round is no ex-
ception to this age old management 
wisdom; the student assumes the 
proportions of a seller while the se-
lection panel becomes the insatiable 
buyer and the student’s candidature 
is the product. The student’s task is 
to offer a value proposition and con-
vince the panel on his suitability.
The objective of a management pro-
gram is best understood in the fol-
lowing excerpt from the IIM-A web-
site….”The management program 
attempts to: a) Equip students with 
the required conceptual and inter-
personal skills and a sense of social 
cause for managerial decision mak-
ing. b) Develop leadership capabili-
ties to act as change agents and a 
source of motivation in the organiza-
tion which they work in c) Nurture 
the desire to excel in performance 
without compromising integrity, 
honesty and fairness”. 
The students thus need to appreci-
ate that the selection process aims 
to evaluate them on interpersonal 
skills, social responsibility, leader-
ship qualities, motivational prowess, 
team work and an ethical code of 
conduct. Following are the facts to be 
kept in mind across various points of 
evaluation:
1.Group Discussion:
Strong communication skills, both 
verbal and non-verbal, enables one 
to connect better with the group. 

While verbal communication skills 
are measured on parameters like 
articulation (clarity of speech), flu-
ency (continuity of speech) and 
modulation (flavour of speech), non 
verbal skills are evaluated on posi-
tive body language, appropriate lev-
els of gesticulation and an overall 
poised conduct. An understanding of 
contemporary issues and opinions 
on topics of political, economic and 
social concern facilitate higher com-
fort levels in handling factual topics, 
while an ability to think laterally and 
out of the box gives significant impe-
tus to dealing with abstract topics. It 
is advisable to contribute effectively 
and at select, appropriate points of 
time, rather than an overwhelming 
indulgence. Supporting facts with 
examples substantiates your stand 
and adds conviction to your content. 
2.Personal Interview:
The “marketing pitch” intensifies in 
this round as it requires a personal 
interface with the panel. Follow-
ing are the key parameters against 
which you are evaluated:
1. Introduction – This is the opening 
part of the student-panel interaction. 
Your ability to prioritize desirable 
traits of your candidature and drop 
innocuous teasers determines your 
skill to lead the panel and get them 
onto a predictable set of questions.
2. Education – The challenge here is 
to demonstrate a wholesome learn-
ing, with a mix of both academic and 
extra-curricular activities. Academic 

learning is further validated in terms 
of basics and relevance of graduation, 
comfort level with respect to core/
favourite subjects, projects & indus-
trial training. The focus is constantly 
on evaluating the to apply theory to 
practice. Extracurricular activities 
are measured on a dual scale – ver-
satility and achievement. 
3. Current Affairs:
Questions on current affairs assess 
your overall environmental sensitiv-
ity, a trait which is a must for man-
agers operating in the constantly 
changing business scenario. Key 
events in the political, economic, 
business and socio-cultural sectors 
need to be appreciated, with an abil-
ity to form opinions on issues of con-
temporary relevance.
4. Career Planning:
The “marketing challenge” here is to 
evaluate your time bound plan and 
the relevance of an MBA. While an-
swering questions on short and long 
term goals, it is advisable to uphold 
a clear & logical pitch and to strike a 
balance between ambition and prag-
matism. For example, starting your 

own venture is indicative a strong 
entrepreneurial streak, but needs to 
be backed by an authentic business 
plan. Similarly, becoming the CEO 
of a company is highly ambitious, 
but requires an elaborate detailing 
of a well defined career path. The 
focus needs to be on your ability to 
phase out your career advancement 
and mention responsibility profiles, 
rather than job designations.
5. Personality based ques-
tions:
This part validates your “self aware-
ness levels”, measured through ques-
tions on strengths, weaknesses, role 
models etc. The focus is on how much 
you know about yourself, being able 
to put forth examples showcasing 
your strengths, having a remedial 
plan for overcoming weaknesses 
and demonstrating learning from 
people/situations.
The emphasis throughout the selec-
tion process is therefore on “market-
ing yourself”, which is best accom-
plished if you are able to establish a 
seller- buyer connect with the panel. 
Delivering the desired satisfactions 
becomes easier if you are able to un-
derstand the needs of the customer/
buyer/panel. And the need is to find 
that somebody who is suitable to un-
dergo a formal program in manage-
ment, that somebody who is high on 
initiative, lateral thinking, commu-
nication, leadership, interpersonal 
skills etc etc…..The global business 
manager!

MARKETING YOURSELF

GEEk iT UP
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the canteen has transformed into a 
bigger, better and more sought after 
hangout spot.
The canteen buzzes to life at 7:30a.m 
and calls it a day at around 8:30p.m. 
Moving on, Krishna canteen is the 
prestigious gallery-house of Sastra 
that announces the arrival of the up-
coming hot events. It also serves as 
a meeting place of all the clubs and 
organisations at Sastra. People not 
only come to here to have fun but 
also to do some solid work.
Here’s an interesting tit-bit which 
most of you are sure to have missed.

 On festive occasions, 
after the evening pooja 
Krishna Canteen offers 
special savouries, free of 
cost. So next time, make 
sure you grab your share.
It is with utmost pride that 
we declare Krishna can-
teen to be one of the 
coolest hangouts ever. 
Krishna canteen is un-
doubtedly the favourite 
spot for everyone here, 
ranging from a nerd to a 
stud, why, for that matter 
even Lord Krishna would 
prefer Krishna canteen to 
hang out with his pretty 
gopikas.

P.S. You guys haven’t the faintest clue 
of how much we drooled in the pro-
cess of completion of this article and 
make sure you check out the all new 
revised menu.

Krishna canteen. Period. The mere 
words kindle your taste buds; a place 
so familiar and so close to the hearts 
of Sastraites. So, here is our modest 
effort to put forth what we fathom of 
this magnanimous place.
Krishna canteen is located at the 
heart of Sastra. It has been offer-
ing the best food at nominal prices. 
It has proved its reputation both in 
south Indian and north Indian dishes 
(not to forget the separate counter 
for chaats). 
It is a known fact that The Krishna 
canteen goes easy on your wallet, 
with food items ranging from  tangy 
lime juices to relishing nut corners, 
from modest plain dosas (with 
AMAZING Sāmbhar!!) to rich butter 
naans (of course with the irresistible 
paneer butter masala!), from thayir 
sadham a.k.a curd rice with homely 
touch to mouth-watering special 
fried rice.
Something which has to be men-
tioned is the phenomenal rush at the 
11:10 break with students bustling 
from the token counter to the stall to 
get their rightful share of the hot and 
crispy snack of the day and to take a 
break from the usual mind-racking 
theories, formulae and never-ending 
derivations.
Krishna Canteen has been the store-
house of many sweet and special 
memories for ages together, be it 
birthday celebrations, clearing pa-
pers, or even getting placed, for that 
matter. It has witnessed the most 
beautiful and heart warming emo-
tions ever. You might have now got 
a fair picture of how things work in 
our canteen. Ever wondered how it 
all began? On an unofficial chat with 
Mr.Saravanan (some of you might 
know him better as ‘ji’), we hap-
pened to unearth a few not-so-well-
known facts about the canteen that 
has catered to all our needs.
The canteen was officially opened 

by Mr. Pandurangan on June the 17, 
2005. It already proved its reputa-
tion in Tanjore and Trichy with four 
branches in the former and one in 
the latter. With an overall strength 
of around 60 dedicated members, 
Krishna canteen awakens every day, 
determined to serve every customer 
with passion. A special mention of 
Mr. Bhaskar, a very dedicated chef 
who is in-charge of the south Indian 
food section. Mr. Charles, with com-
mendable sincerity handles the Chi-

nese and Tandoori items, along with 
Mr.Suresh. 
Within a short span of two years, 
Krishna Canteen has seen a lot of 
changes, which includes renovat-
ing the entire place and extending 
its ‘empire’ with another entrance, 
providing ample space for the juice 
stall, a separate chat section, Burger 
and pizza counter . With all new til-
ing and other enhancements ,the 
canteen has undergone a complete 
make over! With the redecoration, 

BURST OF FLAVOURS
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SPOT LiGHT

There was a time, not long ago, 
when no-balls in cricket cost a 
run and an extra ball. The past 
month has seen an unprecedent-
ed change in the scenario, with 
the price rising to a few thousand 
dollars and possibly, the careers 
of a few talented young men. It 
has left everyone, administrators 
and fans alike, with no balls to 
talk about non-existent terms like 
“gentleman’s game”.

The Higgs Boson, popularly 
dubbed the “God Particle”, if dis-
covered, will explain the origin of 

the universe, according to scien-
tists. Six scientists from around 
the world have tried to explain 
the mechanism. In the latest twist 
to this tale, a dispute has arisen as 

to who should get credit for the 
discovery and the resulting Nobel 
Prize in Physics (since the prize 
cannot be awarded to more than 
three people for the same dis-
covery). On a less serious note, it 
would be even more fascinating if 
someone puts his hand up saying 
the prize should go to an Indian, 
considering that the boson itself 
is named after our own Satyen-
dranath Bose.(!)Gene Tibbets, 
son of the man who dropped the 
first ever atom bombs in Japan, 
has questioned Barack Obama’s 
decision to send a representative 

AROUND THE WORLD IN 30 DAYS
to attend the 65th anniversary of 
the incident. Little Boy in 1945, 
big Fat Man today, Gene has start-
ed a fresh war of words between 
the two nations.

On an ending note, North Korean 
officials have retaliated against 
their football team for their poor 
showing in the World Cup, by sen-
tencing the coach to hard labour, 
which comprises carrying loads 
at a building site for fourteen 
hours a day. So much for guiding 
his country to the World cup final, 
after 34 long years!

Krishna Canteen has been the storehouse 
of many sweet and special memories for 
ages together, be it birthday celebrations, 
clearing papers, or even getting placed, for 
that matter. It has witnessed the most beau-
tiful and heart warming emotions ever. You 
might have now got a fair picture of how 
things work in our canteen. Ever wondered 
how it all began?

Srinath
II yr, ECE.

BY
Anupama Venugopal, III yr, EEE.

Deepika.V, III yr, CSE.
Devi Priya.K, III yr, BIBT.



‘65’, the most delightful number that 
could wallop the mind of any non 
vegan, but in Sastra the fad widens 
its span to the veggies as well. Yes! 
We are talking about the all new ‘idly 
65’ that has been added onto the KC 
menu recently. If you are looking for 
a perfect evening snack after a long 
hectic day then this dish would be a 
worthy try. Deep fried idlies, spongy 
and soft on the inside and crispy 
on the faint. The sight captivating 
copper red colour gives it an extra 
point. One plate holds a minimum of 
half a dozen small idlies wrapped in 
cooked batter served steaming hot 
with chopped onions and sauce. With 
a single bite you end up tasting a 

multitude of different tastes ranging 
from spicy to tangy to peppery to…
um you get the point! Who wouldn’t 
want to experience that?! To compli-
ment the taste of idly 65, a glass of 
ice tea would be the finest choice.  A 
devote of thirty bucks is all you need 
for this out of the ordinary duo. A 
scrumptious yet affordable treat for 
all those foodaholics out there.

DIP’S CORNER

Divya says: Worth a Shot! (4.5 on 5) 
Indira says: So So! (4 on 5)
Priyanka says: Yummy Yummy!!(5 on 5) 

VIRGO - depicted by the virgin symbol -  as 
we all know, is the only zodical sign rep-
resented by a female. People born under 
this sign are thought to be generally very 
creative, modest, shy and at the same time 
reliable and intelligent. They can also be 
overcritical and harsh.
Ruling plane: Mercury
Color: Green, darker shade of brown
Star stone: Sardonyx
Celebrity who shares your sign: Micheal 
Jackson
So, in this month of september, the 5 of 
wands has been drawn for the virgins.
It tells us that people of this sign will be 
beset by hassles - those petty annoyances 
that are infuriating because they will be so 
minor. It might also seem that your very 
environment is fighting with you. Some of 
you may also engage in some kind of com-
petition or race, or rather, a debate. There 
are also chances of you developing a ri-
val. So watch out. You might also need to 
take care of every single detail you do. The 
most important thing is to have EXTRA pa-
tience and perseverance to get to the point 
where you can accomplish something.
Tarot Advice: Offer water to the rising 
sun.

COSMIC CHAT
-Annapoorna.V, III Yr, CSE

     Colors. We all see colors, but 
how many of you have smelt 
them? I smell brown when it’s 
just finished drizzling; I smell 
green when my dad brings in 
a bag full of veggies with the 
curry leaves sticking out; blue 
when the waves kiss my feet at 
the sea shore; and yellow when 
I rub my palms next to a warm 
bonfire. 
 We need to open all our senses 
to everything around us, huge or 
little. We hardly tend to notice 
anything in the rat race called 
life. I have no idea why we call 
it “life” when we don’t even live 
it. It’s about figuring out what 
that thing is that’ll keep you 
going for the rest of your life 
and pursuing it. If we wait to 
do everything until we’re sure 
it’s right, we’ll do pretty much 
nothing. Spontaneity is the es-
sence of a colorful life. 
Try doing something you 
haven’t ever done before at 
least once in a week. Just expe-
rience the seventh heaven that 
it sends you to, knowing that 

you’ve done something new. Be it 
as little as lifting a pup on the road 
and giving it something off your bare 
palms to something like wandering 
off on your own to a new area in your 
city without directions and walking 
aimlessly in the streets. 
Dream like you have an eternity to 
live. And live like you’re going to die 
today. That’s the secret to a happy 
and awesome life. Find the passion; 
find the color inside you, the fire 
that’ll keep glowing forever. I know, 
it’ll take a while, but don’t let impa-
tience keep you from it. Life’s too 
short for you to let your edginess 
take it all away from you. It’ll test 
your patience, but tell yourself you’ll 
ace it. One day your life will flash be-
fore your eyes. Make sure it’s worth 
watching. Color it up.
Colors, colors and more colors. Oh! 
Yes, and there’s much more to all 
those intricate shades which easily 
deceive your eye. You never know, 
there’s more to it than meets the eye. 
For instance, splash blue over red, out 
of nowhere comes purple. In case you 
choose yellow to go with blue, there 
you see rich green. I am not even re-

motely talking of the basic principles 
of color mixing here. People change 
with time, things change with time, 
leaving you with no other option but 
to change yourself too, which is ac-
tually good, considering the fact that 
old habits die hard. But the only set-
back here is that, life tutors you the 
most toughest of its lessons during, 
umm…well, only during the tough-
est period of your life. Here again, 
it’s all for the good, ‘cause tougher 
the experience, better is the lesson 
going to be etched in those gray cells 
high above along with some aid from 
those blood filled chambers (for all 
you non-bio students, that would 
be your brain and heart!) So basi-
cally the point I am trying to arrive 
at is quite simple. During your tough 
times, have an open mind, and keep 
reminding yourself that God has spe-
cial plans for you, that even in your 
trying times, He’s just trying to make 
you see the bigger picture, the one 
He’s painting specially for you, with 
the most beautiful of shades. Oh! 
This yet again brings us back to col-
ors, the life of this very column!

COLORS OF LIFE II -Deepika Vasudevan, III CSE
-Devi Priya.K, III BIBT

MUST VISIT
THANJAVUR BIG TEMPLE

Celebtrating its 1000th birthday. Try 
spotting the luck lizard. 

MUST PLAY
JUST CAUSE II

A sand-box style action video game, 
sequel to Just Cause (2006).

Platform: windows vista or 7, play-
station 3,xbox 360.

MUST READ
HOUSE OF NIGHT (series)

P.C.Cast and Kristin Cast.
All new ‘vampyre’ story, better than 

any other!
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